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Sunday 6 April 2025
5t Sunday of Lent
St Mary of Egypt

From on high you descended,
Compassionate One, you accepted three
days in the tomb, in order to free us from
our suffering. Our life and resurrection,
Lord, glory to you.

For the Devout Woman
In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted
what was made in the image of God; for
taking up the cross, you followed Christ
and by example taught, that we should
overlook the flesh, since it passes away,
and instead look after the soul, since it is
immortal. And therefore, O devout Mary,
your spirit rejoices with the angels.

St Nicholas Hymn
A model of faith and the image of
gentleness, the example of your life has
shown you forth to your sheep-fold to
be a master of temperance. You
obtained thus through being lowly, gifts
from on high, and riches through
poverty, Nicholas, our father and priest
of priests, intercede with Christ our God
that He may save our soul.

Sts Cosmas & Damianos
Sainted Unmercenaries and Wonder
Workers, regard our infirmities; freely
you have received, freely share with us.
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St Paisios Hymn
The Word Eternal
O Protector of Australia, vigilant
guardian and resplendent pillar of Mount
Athos, we the faithful let us praise the
holy Paisios, and beseeching his
intercessions before God, crying out with
one voice, deliver us, O father of all,
from the arrows of the vengeful one
Kontakion
O Protection of Christians that never
falls, intercession with the Creator that
never fails, we sinners beg you, do not
ignore the voices of our prayers. O good
Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto
our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten
to supplication, O Theotokos who
protect now and ever those who honor
you.
EPISTLE
St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews
((9: 11-14)

BRETHREN, when Christ appeared as a
high priest of the good things that
have come, then through the greater
and more perfect tent (not made with
hands, that is, not of this creation) he
entered once for all into the Holy
Place, taking not the blood of goats
and calves but his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. For if
the sprinkling of defiled persons with
the blood of goats and bulls and with
the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the
purification of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify
your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God.
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Holy Gospel according to St Mark
(10:32-45)

At that time, Jesus took his twelve
disciples, and he began to tell them what
was to happen to him, saying, "Behold, we
are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of
man will be delivered to the chief priests
and the scribes, and they will condemn
him to death, and deliver him to the
Gentiles; and they will mock him, and spit
upon him, and scourge him, and kill him;
and after three days he will rise." And
James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came forward to him, and said to him,
"Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you." And he said to
them, "What do you want me to do for
you?" And they said to him, "Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory." But Jesus said to them,
"You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that | drink,
or to be baptized with the baptism with
which | am baptized?" And they said to
him, "We are able." And Jesus said to
them, "The cup that | drink you will drink;
and with the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at
my right hand or at my left is not mine to
grant, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared.” And when the ten heard
it, they began to be indignant of James
and John. And Jesus called them to him
and said to them, "You know that those
who are supposed to rule over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
men exercise authority over them. But it
shall not be so among you; but whoever
would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first
among you must be slave of all. For the
Son of man also came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many."
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5t Sunday of Lent
St Mary of Egypt

On this the last Sunday of Lent we
commemorate St Mary of Egypt so
that if we think it hard to practice a
little abstinence forty days, we might
be roused by the heroism of her who
fasted in the wilderness forty-seven
years; and also that the great loving-
kindness of God, and His readiness
to receive the repentant, might be
demonstrated in very deed.

By her intercessions, O God, have
mercy on us and save us. Amen.

Kontakion of St Mary of Egypt
Othros Hymn

You were once completely full of
fornication of all kinds. But today you
show yourself a Bride of Christ through
repentance. Longingly you imitated
the Angels' lifestyle. With the Cross,
being your weapon, you trampled
demons. Therefore, glorious Saint
Mary, you have appeared as a bride of
heaven's realm.




